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Detail Action 

This office action is in response to the submission on filed on 4/7/2006. Claims 1 , 
4-5, 10, 13-18 are presented for examination. Claims 2-3, 6-9, 11-12 are cancelled. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 17-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claims 17-18 currently recite a computer program to perform the method of claim 
1 is nonstatutory as not being tangible embodied in a manner so as to be executable. 

Data structure not claimed as embodied in computer-readable media are 
descriptive material per se and are not statutory because they are not capable of 
causing functional change in the computer. See, e.g., Warmerdam, 33 F.3d at 1361, 31 
USPQ2d at 1760. Such claimed data structure do not define any structural and 
functional interrelationship between the data structure and other claimed aspects of the 
invention which permit the data structure's functionality to be realized. 
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In contrast, a claimed computer-readable medium encoded with a data structure 
defines structural and functional interrelationship between the data structure and the 
computer software and hardware components which permit the data structure's 
functionality to be realized, and is thus statutory. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 



Claims 1, 4-5, 10, 13-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Applicant Admitted Prior Art (hereinafter AAPA), in view of Schirris, US 
2002/0193986 and further in view of Albal et al (us pat 6,725,256) (hereinafter 
Albal). 

As per claim 1, AAPA teaches an information processing apparatus capable of 
sending a message about a schedule to a second information processing apparatus 
through a communications network, wherein the second information processing 
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apparatus is capable of analyzing the message being received and extracting words or 
phrases for entering into the schedule managed by a scheduler (AAPA, pg 1-2): 

However, AAPA does not explicitly teach: 

a first storage device that stores a group of first data sets in which the words or phrases are 
matched to respective identifiers, while a second storage device in the second information 
processing apparatus stores a group of second data sets corresponding to words, or 
phrases having the same meanings as the words or phrases corresponding to the 
respective identifiers of the first data sets; 

a word or phrase selector that selects at least one word or phrase from the words or 
phrases stored in the first storage device; an extractor that extracts a specific identifier 
corresponding to the selected word or phrase from the first data sets; and a transmitter 
that transmits the extracted identifier as the message to the second information 
processing apparatus; wherein the identifier transmitted from the information 
processing apparatus is converted to a specific word or phrase on the basis of the 
second data sets stored in the second storage device; wherein the words or phrases 
stored in the first storage device are represented by a first natural language, while the 
words or phrases stored in the second storage device are represented by a second 
natural language that is different from the first natural language. In a similar system, 
Schirris teaches: a first storage device that stores a group of first data sets in which 
the words or phrases are matched to respective identifiers (Schirris, [0010]; [0056], 
where the search terms are predefined, and each term are associated with a 
predetermined UID value), while a second storage device in the second information 
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processing apparatus stores a group of second data sets corresponding to words or 
phrases having the same meanings as the words or phrases corresponding to the 
respective identifiers of the first data sets (Schirris, Fig. 2A, item 114 and 116, 
wherein the corresponding UID values are linked to each other for purpose of 
translation of similar terms identified by UID values; [0049], [0051], [0053], wherein 
the UID values are searched and words with similar meanings are returned in 
response to a query); a word or phrase selector that selects at least one word or 
phrase from the words or phrases stored in the first storage device (Schirris, [0056], 
query selected from predefined list); an extractor that extracts a specific identifier 
corresponding to the selected word or phrase from the first data sets (Schirris, 
[0051], UID values are determined using parse); and a transmitter that transmits the 
extracted identifier as the message to the second information processing apparatus 
(Schirris, [0051-0053], wherein the UID values are sent to database and stored 
relevant results are returned), wherein the identifier transmitted from the information 
processing apparatus is converted to a specific word or phrase on the basis of the 
second data sets stored in the second storage device (Schirris, [0049], [0051-0053], 
wherein the original term is searched and synonymous UID values in other languages 
are retrieved from the database), wherein the words or phrases stored in the first 
storage device are represented by a first natural language, while the words or phrases 
stored in the second storage device are represented by a second natural language that 
is different from the first natural language (Schirris, Fig 2A, where the system supports 
multiple languages; [0040], databases can be part of a larger distributed system). 
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It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate Schirris teaching with of AAPA because the combination would 
improve the capabilities of AAPA's system, by allowing for support of multiple languages 
(Schirris, [0044-0045]). 

The combination of AAPA and Schirris does not explicitly disclose a receiver that 
receives message from the second information processing when a user of the second 
information processing apparatus has received the transmitted message. 

Albal teaches a receiver that receives message from the second information 
processing when a user of the second information processing apparatus has received 
the transmitted message (see col.6, lines 1-5, send a receipt to sender notify that the 
recipient of the email message has received the email message). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teaching of Albal to the apparatus of AAPA and 
Schirris to send the message back to the sender to notify the sender that the recipient 
has received the email message, for the purpose of ensuring the deliverance of the 
email messages between the sender and the recipient. 

As per claim 4, AAPA-Schirris-Albal discloses the invention substantially as rejected 
in claim 1 above, including: 

wherein the words or phrases of the first and the second storage devices are grouped 
into different categories and then stored in the first and the second storage devices, 
respectively (see Schirris, [0040]; Fig 2A, where the languages and UIDs are grouped 
together in separate databases). 
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As per claim 5, AAPA teaches an information processing apparatus capable of 
receiving a message about a schedule from a second information processing 
apparatus through a communications network, analyzing the message being received, 
and extracting words or phrases for entering into the schedule managed by a 
scheduler, comprising (AAPA, pg 1-2, where the words or phrases are extracted 
manually or automatically to be entered into a schedule): an entry system that enters 
the words or phrases converted by a converter into the schedule (AAPA, pg 2, lines 
10-20, where the original message is converted into a modified message and the 
modified message is being put automatically into the schedule). 
AAPA does not explicitly teach: 

a first storage device that stores a group of first data sets in which the words or 
phrases are matched to respective identifiers, while a second storage device in the 
second information processing apparatus stores a group of second data sets 
corresponding to words or phrases having the same meanings as the words or phrases 
corresponding to the respective identifiers of the first data sets; a converter that 
converts the message in the form of the identifiers transmitted from the second 
information processing apparatus to the words or phrases on the basis of the first data 
sets stored in the first storage device; and wherein the words or phrases stored in the 
first storage device are represented by a first natural language, while the words or 
phrases stored in the second storage device are represented by a second natural 
language that is different from the first natural language. 
However, Schirris teaches: 
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a first storage device that stores a group of first data sets in which the words or phrases 
are matched to respective identifiers (Schirris, [0010]; [0056], where the search terms 
are predefined, and each term are associated with a predetermined UID value), while a 
second storage device in the second information processing apparatus stores a group 
of second data sets corresponding to words or phrases having the same meanings as 
the words or phrases corresponding to the respective identifiers of the first data sets 
(Schirris, [0049], [0051), [0053], wherein the UID values are searched and words with 
similar meanings are returned in response to a query); a converter that converts the 
message in the form of the identifiers transmitted from the second information 
processing apparatus to the words or phrases on the basis of the first data sets stored 
in the first storage device (Schirris, [0049], [0051-0053], wherein the original term is 
searched and synonymous UID values in other languages are retrieved from the 
database); and 

wherein the words or phrases stored in the first storage device are represented 
by a first natural language, while the words or phrases stored in the second storage 
device are represented by a second natural language that is different from the first 
natural language (Fig 2A, where the system supports multiple languages; [0040], 
databases can be part of a larger distributed system). 

It would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to incorporate Schirris teaching with of AAPA because the combination would 
improve the capabilities of AAPA's system, by allowing for support of multiple languages 
(Schirris, [0044-0045]). 
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The combination of AAPA and Schirris does not explicitly disclose a receiver that 
receives message from the second information processing when a user of the second 
information processing apparatus has received the transmitted message. 

Albal teaches a receiver that receives message from the second information 
processing when a user of the second information processing apparatus has received 
the transmitted message (see col. 6, lines 1-5, send a receipt to sender notify that the 
recipient of the email message has received the email message). The same motivation 
was utilized in claim 1 applied equally well to claim 5. 

As per claim 10, claim 10 is rejected for the same reasons as rejection to claim 3 
above. 

As per claims 1 3-18, claims 13-18 are rejected for the same reasons as rejection to 
claim 1 above. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 1-20 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 



Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Duyen M. Doan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272- 
4226. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30am-6:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Bunjob A. Jaroenchonwanit can be reached on (571) 272-3913. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. ! 
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